
# 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/813,235 



03/19/2001 



Franklin Goodhue Woodward 



7590 



34071 

IPVENTURE, INC. 
5 1 50 EL CAMINO REAL 
SUITE A-22 

LOS ALTOS, CA 94022 



09/08/2004 



WVANP012 



3417 



EXAMINER 



JASMIN, LYNDA C 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3627 

DATE MAILED: 09/08/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



• 


Application No. 




Applicant(s) 






Office Action Summary 


09/813,235 


WOODWARD ET AL. 


Examiner 

Lynda Jasmin 




Art Unit 

3627 







The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1)^ Responsive to communication® filed on 01 June 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-8 and 10-77 is/are pending in the application. 
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Claim 9 has 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7, 10-17, 20, 22-24, 27, 29-31, 35, 37-39, 43-51, 55-63, 67 and 69- 
72, and 73-77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Breen, 
Jr. et al. (6,598,027 B1), in view of Tomsen (2002/0013950 A1). 

Breen, Jr. et al. al discloses a system and method for implementing e-commerce 
transactions via a network (20) comprising: identifying a regulated item that satisfies a 
predetermined criteria, wherein the predetermined criteria indicates that the item is 
prohibited from being purchased by the customer (see col. 1, lines 15-57); and taking 
action to prevent the purchase of the regulated item (245). The action is automatically 
implemented by a system server (see Figures 1 and 3). The predetermined criteria 
include a regulation parameter that corresponds to regulations that restrict sales and 
deliveries to a particular jurisdiction (see Fig. 7). The action comprises steps to prevent 
completion of checkout (see col. 10, lines 16-36). Breen, Jr. et al. further disclose an 
inventory subsystem (16b), a customer interface (12), and an order fulfillment 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Amendment received on June 01 , 2004 has been acknowledged, 
canceled. 
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subsystem (23). However, Breen et al. fails to explicitly disclose modifying a display of 
items available for purchase by the customer by restricting display of items, which are 
prohibited from being purchased by the customer. 

Tomsen discloses the concept of conducted transaction using an interactive 
television system. Tomsen further discloses a family safe viewing system to review 
item/information that are saved in a shopping cart. The family safe can display a listing 
of items such as listing of pending transactions. The family safe also stores information 
such as restrictions on purchases by individual family members such as children. From 
this teaching of Tomsen, in would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the e-commerce transaction of Breen, Jr. et 
al. to include the viewing and storing of information including restricted purchase items 
of taught by Tomsen in order to prevent children from viewing and purchasing restricted 
goods and services. 

As per preventing the customer from adding/removing an item to/from a cart, 
Breen, Jr. et al. teaches a registration process for potential buyers (see Fig. 10A-F) and 
a login screen for allowing users to enter a "Secured For Trade" portion of the web site 
(Fig. 1 1 ). Thus, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to only display items for which a person is authorized to 
purchase for security purposes. Alternatively, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to prevent a customer from 
adding a restricted item to his cart, or removing such an item from his cart to facilitate 
checkout. 



Application/Control Number: 09/81 3,235 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3627 

4. Claims 1-3, 6, 8, 10-17, 20, 22-24, 27, 29-31, 34, 36-39, 42-47, 49-51, 54-59, 
61-63, 66 and 68-74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matsuo et al. (2001/0042021 A1), in view of Tomsen (2002/0013950 A1). 

Matsuo et al disclose a system and method for implementing e-commerce via a 
network (10) comprising identifying a regulated item selected by a customer, wherein 
the item satisfies a predetermined criteria indicating that the item is prohibited from 
being purchased by the customer in a particular jurisdiction (paragraph 110); and 
automatically taking action to prevent the customer from completing a checkout 
operation for the regulated item (see paragraphs 111-112). The product is an alcohol 
product, and the predetermined criteria correspond to regulations that restrict the 
sales to persons under a minimum age. However, Matsuo et al. fails to explicitly 
disclose modifying a display of items available for purchase by the customer by 
restricting display of items, which are prohibited from being purchased by the customer. 
Tomsen discloses the concept of conducted transaction using an interactive television 
system. Tomsen further discloses a family safe viewing system to review 
item/information that are saved in a shopping cart. The family safe can display a listing 
of items such as listing of pending transactions. The family safe also stores information 
such as restrictions on purchases by individual family members such as children. From 
this teaching of Tomsen, in would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the e-commerce transaction of Breen, Jr. et 
al. to include the viewing and storing of information including restricted purchase items 
of taught by Tomsen in order to prevent children from viewing and purchasing restricted 
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goods and services. As per preventing the customer from adding the item to a cart, or 
removing the item from a cart. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to implement any of these steps to facilitate 
checkout. 

5. Claims 4, 5, 18, 19, 25, 26, 32, 33, 40, 41, 52, 53, 64, and 65 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matsuo et al. in view of Tomsen, 
as applied to claims 1,16, 23, 30, 37, 49, and 61 above, and further in view of Tracy 
et al. The Matsuo et al. and Tomsen combination discloses all of the limitations of the 
claims except for regulations restricting sales during specific days. Tracy et al disclose 
a checkout system that automatically prohibits the sale of items during specific days 
(see col. 13, line 57 through col. 14, line 2). Thus, It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ the teachings 
of Tracy et al. with the invention of the Matsuo et al and Tomsen combination to 
ensure that the system complies with existing laws. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-77 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. White discloses conducting electronic transaction where 
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authorized individual places order selections of items from a non-authorized individual. 
Roberts discloses a lottery gaming system, which maintain jurisdictional and age control 
for sale of lottery tickets. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lynda Jasmin whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0465. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday (8:00-5:30) alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert P Olszewski can be reached on (703) 308-5183. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) 
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